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PROCEDURAL WARNING ALERT — CONSULAR PARALYSIS IS CONSTRUCTIVE DENIAL

Under Italian Administrative Law (Law No. 241/1990, Art. 2) and Presidential Decree (D.P.C.M. No. 33/2014), Italian
Consulates are under a strict statutory duty to conclude citizenship proceedings within 730 days (2 years).
When consulates fail to schedule appointments on Prenot@mi or leave applications pending for years, applicants
are not forced to wait indefinitely: Italian jurisprudence recognizes an immediate Interest to Sue (interesse ad
agire ex Art. 100 c.p.c.) to petition Italian Civil Courts directly.
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Section 1: The Statutory 730-Day Processing Ceiling

Mandatory Statutory Limit: Pursuant to D.P.C.M. No. 33/2014, the maximum legal duration for the citizenship
recognition procedure is strictly 730 days.

Constructive Denial of Justice: The Italian Supreme Court (Cass. Sez. Unite No. 1022/2020) established that
prolonged administrative inertia or the impossibility of booking an appointment on Prenot@mi constitutes an
objective denial of the fundamental right to citizenship.

Immediate Court Access: Once the 730-day statutory ceiling is breached (or when booking attempts prove
persistently futile), the applicant bypasses the Consulate and petitions the Italian Judiciary for a direct declaratory
ruling.

Section 2: Regional District Court Jurisdiction Under Law 206/2021

Following the procedural reform of Law No. 206/2021 (effective June 22, 2022), citizenship lawsuits against consular
delay are no longer centralized in Rome. Jurisdiction is distributed among 26 Regional Immigration Courts located in
the capital of the Court of Appeal district covering the Italian ancestor's birth municipality (Art. 4 co. 5 D.Lgs. 150/2011):



Mandatory Territorial Jurisdiction Rule:
Petitions must be filed exclusively before the Specialized Immigration Section of the Court of Appeal District Capital
(e.g., Province of Foggia → Tribunale di Bari; Province of Lucca → Tribunale di Firenze; Province of Benevento →
Tribunale di Napoli; Province of Campobasso → Tribunale di Campobasso). Assigning cases to non-district courts
results in procedural dismissal for lack of territorial competence.

Section 3: The 3-Point Evidentiary Protocol: Proving Consular Inertia

1. Timestamped Prenot@mi Booking Log
Screenshots taken across different days and weeks showing the
message "No appointments available" (*Nessuna data
disponibile*), establishing systematic booking blockage.

2. Consular Application / Queue Proof
If an application was submitted, the formal receipt, payment
slip, or consular communication establishing that more than 730
days have elapsed without a final decision.

3. Forensic PEC Notice of Default (Diffida)
A formal Notice to Perform (Diffida ad Adempiere) served by
counsel via certified electronic mail (PEC ex Art. 48 CAD) to the
Consulate and Ministry, establishing formal default.

4. Ancestral Vital Record Chain
The complete genealogical dossier (Italian birth extract, foreign
vital records, naturalization records) showing unbroken line of
transmission.

Section 4: Judicial Procedure, Family Joinder & Realistic Timelines

Full Remote Representation: Applicants and family members do not need to travel to Italy. Litigation is conducted
entirely through an electronic Power of Attorney (Procura alle Liti ex Art. 83 c.p.c.).

Cumulative Family Joinder: Siblings, cousins, and adult children sharing the same Italian ancestor can join as co-
plaintiffs in a single lawsuit, optimizing costs and sharing the unified court fee (Contributo Unificato).

Swift Adjudication: Regional immigration courts generally adjudicate consular delay petitions in 8 to 18 months,
compared to 5 to 10+ years in congested consulates (e.g., Miami, New York, Los Angeles, São Paulo, Buenos Aires,
London).

PRIORITY 45-MINUTE STRATEGIC ASSESSMENT: CONSULAR DELAY
LITIGATION

Do not let consular inertia freeze your citizenship rights. Schedule a priority 45-minute video consultation directly with
Avv. Michele Vitale to audit your consular booking logs, verify regional court competence, and plan your direct
judicial petition:

Consultation Fee: €250 all-in total (taxes included)
Credited 100% toward our litigation retainer ex D.M. 55/2014 should you retain our Firm to petition the Regional Court.

BOOK CONSULAR DELAY CASE AUDIT →
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